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Tranflation of an ingenious Foreigner’s Obfervatzons on the 
Probability there is that the French can fucce/sfully invade 
Great Britain or Ireland. With Notes by the Tranjlator. 


(Concluded from Page 7.) 


HAT has been already faid on the fubje& of defcents is 

only in part applicable to the French, in cafe they fhould 
fucceed in invading England. The diverfity of the objeé in 
view makes an effential difference between the French in Eng- 
land, and the Englith in France. 

In their defcents on the coalts of France or Spain the Englifh 
had no other aim, than to fulfil one particular objeét in view, as 
to deftroy the dykes of Oftend, the harbour at Ferrol, or to burn 
or fink the fhipping at Toulon and in Holland*. The French, 
onthe contrary, would endeavour to conquer, or devaitate Eng. 
land. Let us fuppofe, that with the help of favourable winds, 
or with the chapter of accidents on their fide, the French fhould 
fucceed in difembarking 12 or 15,000 men in England; the 
maritime fuperiority of the Englifh would cut off all retreat for 

Vol. 42. thefe 


* Would to God thefe had been our only objects! we thould not 
then have to lament the failure of Quiberon, and the unfuccefsful 
progrefs of our army from the Helder. Of all our expeditions, 
Egypt alone feems to have repaid us for a f{pirit of extreme enter- 
prize and perfeverance. But when we reflect upon other fchemes, 
we cannot help clailing them with the otorious march to Paris; a 
march that has ended in a no lefs motorious entry into the capital of 
Great Britain, under the aufpices of peace and amity. For after 
all (efpecially when we confider the introdufion of able engineers, 
in the capacities of commercial agents,) we may exclaim with the 
poct,—— 

‘© Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.”” 
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thefe troops. Succefs, death, or captivity, would then be the 
only alternatives. The French government would naturally 
have chofen their beft troops for this expedition. The pofition 
in which a body of French would find themfelves, without any 
hope of being able to re-eembark; would deftroy all their courage, 
if the invading army were compofed of bad troops. But peril 
and neceffity, on the other hand, excite and inflame the valour 
of foldiers, who are accuftomed to war, who have an important 
objeét in view, and who know how to take proper meafures for 
the attainment of it. Famifhed wolves are more terrible than 
fhepherds, who defend their flocks, Every Englifhman would 
individually have as much courage, but the want of experience 
prevents the unity of exertions, and deftroys the confidence, 
that is neceflary in the co-operation of numbers; for in war the 
individual is nothing. The French have their partizans, who 
would difgrace the Englifh natton, were they not in finall num. 
bers compared with the bulk of the nation. We hhall not repeat 
what has been faid on the fubje& of miftruft in the article of the 
Pruffian army : of Ireland we cannot fpeak: the hope, which 
was held out to the catholics, is converted into rage and defpair, 
fince it has been difappointed*. The wound, which might have 
been,clofed for ever, has been kept open by government. The 
catholics might, with good reafon, hitherto, fay that the French 
were the enemics of all religions; but, at prefent, Bonaparte 
flatters and careffes the Pope. If God has not lately touched 
his heart, the bifhop of Autun, the author of the captivity of 
Pius the Sixth, and direétor of the barbarous treatment, and the 
iniguities exercifed towards a fovercign of more than eighty 
years of age, deferves to haye little faith placed in him when he 
pays-court to Pius the Seventh; it is clear that it is done folely 
for the parpofe of captivating the confidence of the Irifh. 
Danger is not the only thing to be confidered : the adiminiftra- 
tion of England is a mafter-piece of the human intelleét, and 
when properly adminiftered, is as aftonifhing from its extent, as 
from the connexion and finenefs of all its parts. Public credit 
is its vital principle, and the efficient caufe of that prodigious 
rapidity of its meafures that aftonifhes al] Europe; it is the pro- 
duce. of fecurity and confidence. We have fuppofed 12 or 
45,000 men to have difembarked: report which exaggerates 
every thing, will double or triple this number. Frefh del- 
cénts will be announced on every fide; and thefe falle reports 
may 


* There never, perhaps, was a greater truifm than that bafiled 
hope is more inveterate in its refentmrent than fetcled hate. Its ani- 
mofity to the objeé&t which deceived it, increaies in proportion to the 
expectations that had been raifed. God forbid that the difappoint- 
ment, which the [rifh Roman catholics have experienced, thould 
prove amelancholy illuftration of this remark. T. 
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may give a mortal wound to public credit, and paraly fe in one 
moment the difturbed movements of adminiltation. 

Numbers only ferve to augment the confufion of unexpe- 
rienced troops, who have to withitand enemies, that are at once 
aftive and enterprizing, remarkable for their quicknefs of 
throwing their opponents into diforder, and for the audacity of 
their movements. If the forces of the Englith confifted of 
100,000 men, how could we expeét they would either conceive 
or believe, that it would be a fatal ftep, to engage with all 
that number? The Englifh are far fuperior to the Perfians, in 
the days of Miltiades, Xenophon, and Alexander, or to the 
Turks of the prefent day ; yet hiftory teaches us, that the dee 
feats of thefe nations were not fo much the effe& of inferiority 
of courage, as of inferiority of difcipline and fcience; but, 
above all, they have been the refult of that diforder and con- 
fufion, which are inevitable amongft a very great number of 
men, engaged for the firft time. The very hefitation of unex 
perienced foldiers is capable of producing the molt tatal confe- 
quences, when they have to oppofe an enemy that is ready at 
dilcovering every favourable opening, and who never fails to 
take advantage of it. 

The Turks have often contended with advantage againft the 
Auftrians ; and, on fome occafions, have even equalled the va. 
lour of the Ruffians. But if we refle&t, how eafily the French 
defeated them in Egypt, in fpite of an exceffive difproportion 
of numbers, we {hall readily bring to our perfuafion, that cov- 
sage and numbers are obftacles inftead of aids to each other, 
when they are not united and governed by experience. The 
French have beat the Turks with more readinefs than the Ruf- 
fians have, becaufe they are more ative, more intelligent, and 
more fpeedy in their movements than the latter, who excel the 
French only in intrepidity. At the beginning of the war, the 
French were fuccefstu! from the multiplicity and frequency of 
their attacks alone ;* whenever they gave battle they were de. 
feated, from their want of that fcience, which a nine years war 
has not yet taught them.t Thofe, who are acquainted with 
their manner of fighting, know that they engage in columns, 
Experience, habit, the routine of fervice, and intelligence en- 


K 2 able 
* Witnefs the battle of Jemmappes ! 


_ + Our author is certainly a little out of his reckoning on this 
head. The French have, during the progrefs of their revolution, 
found it neceflary to confult the genius of the men that compofed 
) P 

their armies; and have confequently adopted that mode of dif- 
ha mae i eK. alge 

cipline or military movement, which feems beft calculated to a 
people, naturally impetuous, and always prompt in ruthing forward 
fo long as their numbers keep up the principles of action and re- 
action, a 
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able thefe columns to co-operate towards the attainment of the 
fame objef&t, though aéting feparately; even at prefent, if the 
French were to give battle, in regular order, with 100,000 men, a 
Jefs numerous army of Auftrians would beat them, if they were 
commanded by agood general ; the Archduke Charles forexample. 

The wifeft plan in theabove ilated cafe, would be to dividethefe 

100,000 men into five or fix bodies, according to the ftrength 
of the enemy, and the nature of the ground; and, inftead of 
moving on with an ungovernable mals, (the greater part of 
which would have no fhare in the combat except to augment 
the diforder and confufion,) they ought to attack the French 
without intermiffion, 

Every Englifhman, who will refle& on the greatnefs of the 
political, civil, and domeftic bleffings which he enjoys, and who 
will fuffer himfelf to be convinced, that he runs the rifk of be. 
ing deprived of them for ever, if the French fhould be long 
ftationary in England, will not hefitate to expofe his life for the 
prefervation of thofe ineflimable bleflings, which are_greater 
than any other nation ever enjoyed, or to perith, rather than fee 
the downfall and difgrace ot his country, and of himfelf. The 
Englifh would have it in their power to deftroy the French, by 
the means of at Jeafl an equal degree of bravery, and great fu- 
periority of numbers; but this can only be effected by aéting 
in feparate bodies, and by meeting the enemy at al! points, with. 
out giving him time to form any fettled and combined plan of 
general action. 

When the honourable exiftence, and prefervation of the moft 
perfect conftitution, that perhaps ever was formed, be at flake, 
and an enemy, powerful, enterprifing, and led on by the moft 
violent paflions, is to be refifted ; too many precautions cannct 
be taken. Clofe the wounds of the empire, and drive difcord 
away, by uniting every heart and hand; let not the ignorant or 
fanatic Irifhman have reafon to think, that the French would af. 
ford his country religious liberty, and that the government, 
which accufes others of ftupidity and folly, gives, in its own 

adminiftration, the beft example of information and wifdom. 
Wifdom does not confit fo much in knowing and blaming the 
folly of others, as in difcovering how to profit by it, and ren- 
dering it ufeful. The enemies, moft to be dreaded, are internal 
enemies, and it depends folely on parliament to re-attach them 
tothe empire. It of two evils one muft be chofen, fhould it 
not be the leaft? Governments muft have certain principles; 
but they fhdould not be made to bend and adapt themfelves to cir- 
cumitances; they fhould not be like Achilles: 


ee 


Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer, 

Jura negat fibi nata, nihil non arrogat armis.”’ 
To accommodate ourfelves to the alteration of times, is no proof 
ot 
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of alofs of dignity ; any more than it is a proof of weaknefs 
to avoid dangerous embatraffments, when it 1s poffible to elude 
them. No fy ftem of policy can be good in all times, and under ' 
all circumftances. A government ftands as much in need of 
prudence as it does of courage, and of flexibility as firmnefs. 
The French empiricks alone have been capable of thinking, 
that a great ftate may be governed by the means of five or fix 
abftraét principles. Let not Malta be the rock on which Eng- 
land may fplit; this place ferves only to weaken Ruffia, while 
the keeps her at a diftance from Conftantinople and the Archi- 
pelago; it adds nothing to her power, even if fhe fhould acquire 
it; and yet this paltry ifland may bethe caufe of overthrowing 
empires*. Europe is on the point of being able to judge, whe. 
ther the Englifh government be prudent, or only obftinate ; its 
power and courage, cannot be doubted ; but, does it poffefs the 
knowledge of foreign politics, together with thefe qualities ? 
Does it not confound obftinacy with firmnefs? Is it’ in faé& 
wifer than thofe, (whom it accufes of not being fo) in fuppofing, 
that an Englifhman could hefitate between the ruin, the difgrace, 
the mifery, and flavery of his country, or an honourable death, 
if the government does not, in the firft inflance, obtain the vic- 


tory ? 

* The retention of Malta (which we can by no means call a pal- 
try ifland, politically coniidered) is an evident proof that the pre- 
fent admin itration does not think with our author. T. 





INTERESTING TRIALS, 
COURT of KING’s BENCH, Fuly 11. 


Sittings before Lonp ELLENBOROUGH and a Special Jury. 





THE KING UY. HEPBURN AND ANOTHER. 


HIS cafe lafted the greateft part of the day, and is a caufe of 
immenfe importance to the public at this moment. 

It appeared from a ftatement of the pleadings which were 
opened by Mr. Abbott, that this was an information filed by |. s 
majefly’s attorney general, charging William Hepburn, lieute- 
nant-colonel of the gif regiment of foot, and Captain M’Cum- 
ming, the paymafter of that regiment, with a confpiracy, to 
mike up and to deliver in at the War-Office, fabricated ac- 
counts, for the purpofe of defrauding government of confider- 
able fums of money. To this charge the defendants pleaded 
Not guilty. 

Mr. Attorney Gener ', in his excellent opening, obferved, 


t' is was an information agaiaft a colonel of the army, and a cap. 
tain 
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tain in his majefty’s fervice, two officers in the 31f regiment of 
foot, which was commonly called the Huntingdon regiment. 
It was, he faid, with extreme regret, that he had brought under 
their conkk deration the cafe of thefe two defendants for trial, 
of two perfons who held fuch a diftinguifhed rank and Ration 
30 fo honourable a profeffion, charged with fo bafe, fo mean, and 
fo difgraceful acrime. At any time, and under any circum. 
flances, it wouid be painful to a engaged in fuch an inveftiga. 
tion againft perfons who had fo many calls, from their public 
fituation, for re{pe&t from the country ; who, from their public 
fituation, had fo many incitements to honourable condu& on 
their part. Butif that would be a painful duty at any time, jt 
was infinitely more fo at the prefent moment, when the whole 
coyntry was looking with affection to the, moft important fer. 
vices of that honourable profeflion, when we were looking to 
every member and individual belonging to it, as perfons to 
whom this country might fhortly owe its falvation and its exif. 
tence. Under thefe circumftances, to be obliged to reprefent 
any one perfon conneéted with fuch an honourable fervice, as 
degrading himfelf. by fo many inflances of peculation and fraud, 
as thofe the information brought before the jury, was what muft 
be moft painful to every one. But if the fa&t be true, if the 
charge exifted, and if it could be made out in evidence to their 
fatisfaétion, that perfons who had fo many calls to bonourable 
conduét, had difgraced themfelves in this manner, he was per. 
fuaded the jury would think they ought to be feparated from 
that body, of which they were fuch unworthy members ; that a 
profecution fhould be inftituted againft thofe who had held Tuch 
conduét, and that they might be marked and feparated from the 
body w hich they had fo difgraced: and that they individually, 
and in their own perions, fhould be made refponfible for this 
offence ; andahat every precaution, by means of fuch fepara- 
tion and mark, thould be taken, that that which was folely and 
individually their offence, fhould not, by its fuccefsful and un- 
punifhed example, communicate any difgrace tothe whole corps 
to which they belonged. He trufled every one of the jury 
would fhrink back with difguft from entertaining fufpicions 
againft perfons of this defcription, of having committed any 
fuch oflence, without the moft fatisfa€tory proof. The nature 
of the fervice required, as it was eafy to conceive it muft, that 
returns fhould be made of the number of perfons who had 
ferved, and the rank of all thefe perfons, and the regiment in 
which they had ferved. Jt was evident, that the fum iffued for 
the pay of each regiment, muft depend upon their numbers and 
rank. Mufters were made every halt year of every regiment ; 
and this offence confifted in having made three feparate returns, 
the firht beginoing on the 25th of June, 1799, and the laft ending 
the 25thof December, 1797. In thele three half yearly returns, 
6 there 
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there were grofs and falfe flatements, to which thefe two gentle. 
men had figned their names. 

The Attorney General ftated with great perfpicuity the nature 
of the falfe charge in ‘one of 'thefe returns, which was fimilar in 
allthe three. The fame fort of error and fraud were praétifed 
inthe othertwo. The nature of the offence confifted in making 
thefe falfe returns, and reprefenting the ftrength of the regie 
ment to be greater than what it was at the refpeétive periods to 
which thefe returns applied ; and confequently, as affording a 
greater charge of pay due tothe regiment than what was due to 
any individual, and by that means realizing a fund ‘which could 
never becalled out of their hands. ‘This had been done in fome 
inlances, by reprefenting that a number of privates had lived 
for a longer time thanthey did. The firll lift applied toa period 
during which this regiment were very difaftrouily engaged, ra- 
ther with the elements than with the enemy, inthe Welt Indies. 
When this regiment went out, they were near one thoufand 
ftrong, but in confequence of the ravages of the yellow fever, 
only about One hundred and ten returned to this country ! 
Twelve and fifteen died in a day. Inthefe fabricated vouchers, 
fome hundreds of thefe privates were charged for fubfiftence 
money two days aftertheir death. But with refpeétto thefe pri- 
vates,who died in the public hofpitals, a correét return was made 
of them, becaufe an account was taken of them by thofe under 
whofe care they were, and therefore there was a greater rifk of 
dete€tion, if any fraud with refpeét to them had been committed. 
There was alfo a confiderably greater charge made for the regie 
ment than ought to have been made, by charging the pay of fer- 
jeants for thofe who never were ferjeants, and alfo by charging 
the pay of corporals, for a number of perfons in the regiment, 
who were only privates. The pay of a ferjeant, before it was 
raifed in 1797, was ts. aday, and that of a corporal 8d. Since 
that period, the pay of a ferjeant per day is 1s. Ofd. and that of 
a corporal 1s,2$d. There was alfo a charge for a ferjeant-major 
and quarter-matter, though there were no {uch officers in the re- 
giment. Having {tated'the nature of the offence, Mr. Attorney 
General next ftated the manner in which he propofed to fatisfy 
the jury of the faét of the fabrication of thefe returns. There 
was what is called the cafual book of the regiment, which con- 
tained an account of events as they happened, and from which 
the returns were made. But in this cafe he fhould prove:to 
their fatisfaétion, that when’the falfe returns were made, a cafual 
book of the regiment ‘was fabricated, to correfpond with them, 
All this was done under the dire€tion of Captatn M'Cumming, 
the paymafter, and with the privity and knowledge of Lieute. 
nant-Colonel Hepburn. If the jury could be brought to en. 
tertain tthe leaft doubt of the guilt of either of the defendants, he 


faid it would afford him great fatisfaion ; but he thought it 
was 






















68 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


was impoflible that any doubt could exift in the mind of any 
man living, after hearing the evidence he had to lay before them, 
The very furtt article im the returns was forty-two ferjeans, 
when, in fact, there were only twenty-one. It was impoffible 
tor any perfon who was in the fmalleft degree acquainted with 
the flate of the regiment, and the vaft mortality with which it 
had been vifited, not to know that was a fabricated account. A 
number of witnefles were examined by Mr. Garrow and Mr. 
Abbott, fome of whom {poke very pointedly to the fa&s above 
flated. The two defendants had the benefit of the eloquence 
and abilities of Mr. Erfkine and Mr. Gibbs. They calledtwo 
witneffes. Captain Sullivan, who contradiéted the evidence of 
a ferjeant of the name of Morton, who {wore, that the manner 
in which thefe fabricated accounts had been made up were men. 
tioned in the prefence of Colonel Hepburn and Captain Sul. 
livan ; and that the colonel did not defire them not to be made 
up inthat manner. Captain Sullivan contradiéted that evidence, 
and depofed, no fuch thing pafled. 

After avery eloquent reply from the Attorney General, 

Lord Ellenborough fummed up the whole cafe to the jury, 
and told them this cafe, in all its circumftances, muff give pain 
jn the contemplation of ittoevery honeft man, and every friend 
to his country. It was admitted on all fides that thefe frauds 
had been prattifed on government; and the only queftion re. 
maining was, whether the colonel (for as tothe paymatfter, there 
was no quellion as to him) had figned thefe vouchers, knowing 
at the ume he figned them they were falfe and fabricated. 

His lord{hip fummed up all the evidence: after which the 
gentlemen of the jury found both the defendants Guilty. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH, July 9. 
Sittings before Lornp ELLENBOROUGH anda Special Jury. 
Jounson v. OTTADFIELD. 


COMMON CARRIERS. 


THIS was a cafe which, though the demand is but very 
trifling, is of confiderable importance to the public, in confe- 
quence of what fell fromthe court. According to Mr. Ertkine’s 
ftatement, this a¢tion was brought by the plaintiff, who is by 
profteflion an attorney, to recover the value of 36 gallons of 
porter, which were delivered to the defendant, who is a carrier, 
and who undertook to carry itto Barniley, in Yorkthire. It 
was put intothe waggon for carriage, and the cafk arrived fafe, 
but an acerdent happened to it, which now and then took place, 
namely, the fucking the monkey, This was extremely well un« 
9 derftood 
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derftood on board fhips. All the liquor was taken out, and the 
empty cafk, the caput mortuum, only remained. It was pro- 
vided by carriers, in confequence of notices which they gave 
to the public, that they would not carry any valuable things, un- 
jefs they were booked and paid for accordingly. For inftance, 
aman was not to carry a box of jewels forthe fame fum that he 
would carry the fame weight of lead ortin. It was reafonable, 
that when he was trufted with the carriage of things extremely 
valuable, that he fhould be paid accordingly, as the rifk was 
greater, and therefore they would require a much greater degree 
of attention. This cafk of porter, of fuperior quality, called 
brown flout, which was intended by this gentleman as a prefent 
to his mother, was delivered to the care of the defendant’s fer- 
vant. They charged the perfon who brought it there, 1]. 15s. 
for the carriage. Thefe faéts were verified by feveral witneffes. 
The cooper faid, the cafk was an excellent one. The publican 
who furnifhed the liquor faid, it was remarkably fine old porter, 
and very ftrong. It was put into the cafk only two days before 
it was carried to the defendant’s office. The publican’s wife, 
who delivered this cafk into the care of two young men, (the 
defendant’s fervants) faid, they laughed at her, and exprefled 
their aftonifhment fhe fhould pay fo much money for the car- 
riage of a cafk of porter. She told them, it was intended as a 
prefent, that it was excellent brown ftout, and praifed it fo much, 
that one of thefe gentlemen faid, he fhould like very much to 
tafte fuch porter. 

Mr. Garrow, for the defendant, among other things contended 
this aftion would not lie, becaufe the defendant had publifhed a 
notice, which every perfon who came there might have an op- 
portunity of feeing, ftating, among other things, that they would 
not carry any liquids, unlefs at the fame time that the carriage 
was paid they were infured. In this cafe no infurance had been 
made, and, therefore, he fubmitted, this a&tion would not lie. 
It was incumbent on the plaintiff to.do two things—to pay the 
price of the carriage, which he had done: but belides that, he 
mult make an infurance, which he had not done. 

Lord Ellenborough,—** The defendant, by his fervants, treated 
with the perfon who brought the porter, and he is bound by their 
a&ts. One pound fifteen fhillings was a large fum to pay fora 
cak of porter, and I do not know, that infurance was not ine 
cluded in that fum. They did not tell the perfon that brought 
them this porter, that there muft be an infurance; and if I were 
to hold that this infurance was neceffary, unlefs they had given 
their aftual notice of it, there would be no fecurity in trade. 
People who went to thefe places with their goods muft be law. 
yers. It was enough, that fhe paid all they demanded, The 
quettion for the jury to decide was, whether, the tendering her. 
felf to pay all that was demandable, and they afking her’1]. 15s. 
Vol. 42, L that 
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that fum did not include the infurance as well as the price of 
the carriage ?”’ 

Verdi&t for plaintiff, 51. 2s. 2d. comprehending the price of 
the porter, of the cafk, of the carriage, and of the booking. 

Lord Ellenborough.—*‘ I cannot help fufpe@ing, that what 
the lady faid in praife of her porter at the defendant’ s office, led 
to its finding its way out of the cafk. In confequence of this 
frittering away the common law obligation of common carriers, 
by introducing fo many fpecial contraéts, it will be high time 
for the legiflature to interfere, and reftore the common law ob. 
ligation. Nobody now can fend things fafely. Wherever any 
alteration has been made by the carrier of his common law ob. 
ligation, I fhall require a€tual notice. The common law on 
this fubjeét having exifted for fo many hundred years, was not 
withodit a reafon.”’. 

[By the common law, carriers are infurers againft every lofs 
of property entrufted to their care, except loffes arifing from the 
att of God, or the king’s enemies. ] 





———_. 


The Epiftle from the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Ad- 
journments, from the 18th to the "26th of the Fifth Month, 
1803, inclujive : 


Tothe Ovarterty and Montaty MeetinGs of Frienps, in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and elfewhere. 

Dear Friends, 
T hath feemed good to this meeting to fend you a frefh memo- 
rial of its love, and of its continuing travail that you may be 
more and more purified from every defilement of fleftrand fpirit : 
that thus you may’ thow forth in your lives the efficacy of the 
grace of our bleffed Redeemer ; and at the folemn final clofe, 
and in the day of righteous decifion, be of the number whom 
he will own in the prefence of his Almighty Father. Ab! 
Friends, is not this the mark at which all of us ought to aim? 
Is not this the prize without which all other acquifitions are 
lefs than nothing, and vanity ?” Seek it therefore with a fo- 
licitude proportioned co its infinite importance ; fuffer not the 
things of time to have an undue fhare of your affeétions ; and 
look with faith and reliance on the Captain of our Salvation. 
Our of him we can do nothing : in him is life, and that life is 

the light of men. 

Epiftles have been received from New England, New York, 
Pennfylvania and New Jerfey, Maryland, Virginia, and the Ca- 
rolinas; alfo an epiftle from Ireland. The unity of religions 
concern, difcoverable in thefe teftimonials of the remembrance 
of our diftant brethren is truly acceptable, : 
The 
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The amount of fufferings brought in this year is upwards of 
nine thoufand five hundred and thirty pounds * they are 
chiefly, assheretofore, for tithes, and other ecclefiaftical demands ; 
with a portion for the militia. One friend has been imprifoned 
on this latter account. 

Though we have not for fome years thought it neceffary 
always to announce the additions to’ our fociety by convince- 
ment, it may be proper now to remark, that it has not been be- 
caufe the number of fuch as arefrom time to time led fo to join 
us, has been lefs. This year alfo we have an account of feveral : 
and we believe the,nearer we ourfelves approach to the ftandard 

of truth, the more will our conduét invite others to repair to it. 

On.examining,the prefent ftate of our religious fociety, we 
have found feveral things to lament, becaufe we believe them to 
bethe conJequence of a negleé&t of the holy light of which we 
have been. {peaking : but no one hath engaged more of our ate 
tention, or occafioned a deeper exercife of mind, :han to obferve 
that fome of our members are more or lefs deficient in duly at- 
tending the opportunities for public worfhip. And though we 
have often, and even lately, expreffed our concern on this ac- 
coupt; yet the continued need of admonition, the fucceffion of 
perfons to whom our advice may reach, and the warmth we feel 
in contemplating the fubje€t—all induce us to open it fomewhat 
further for your ferious confideration. 

That the aflembling of ourfelves for the purpofe of exprefling 
our fenfe of dependence on our great Creator is aduty, moft if 
not all of us acknowledge, by flated or occafional attendance at 
fome of the times appointed for worlhip. But too many conr- 
tent themfelves with an attendance once in the weck, on the day 
when .bufinefs is fu{pended; and even of that day, the greater 
part isdevoted torelaxation, Thus, little as it is which is, meant 
for facrifice, that little has coft them nothing. And how many— 
how many even of thofe who are far removed above indigence— 
{eldom, if ever, leave their outward purfuns, to join with their 
brethren, on other days of the week ! The want of a due and 
diligent attendance at the ufual times, is produétive of many 
evils, Jt often deprives the mind of opportunities of iniftruce 
tion and confolation ; and thus leaves it more liable to be drawn 
afide from the right way, by the fpirit of the world; it leads 
naturally to the negleét of other religious duties; and it tends 
to occafion indifference in thofe to whom the influence reaches, 
by its baneful example. But the habitual negleét of religious 
meetings, in any of our members, as it is thus the caufe of many 
evils, hasalfo itfelf acaufe. This dear friends, we fhould fearch 

L 2 out, 


* Friends are defircd, if occafion fhould occur, to contradi& an 
Opinion which Fete ed s prevails among the public—that the fo- 


Gety repays the fuficrers. No fuch practice has ever exilted. 
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out, if we with to have the remedy applied. And to what caule 
can we a{cribe it, but to a want of hunger and thirft for that 
{piritual refrefhment, which is yet, bleffled be the Lord, to be 
known in the meetings of his humble and dependent fervants ? 
Now if we feel not this hunger and thirft, is there not reafon 
for us to be alarmed ; and may we not juftly fear, that we are 
{piritually fick 2? And truly, notwithftanding the excufes of 
fuch as yet acknowledge public worfhip to be effential, and the 
{pecious femblances of reafoning of fuch as attempt to fet afide 
a conftant obligation to it, ex perience has taught us, that a negleét 
of mectings both indicates and produces indifpofition of mind; 
and tends to lay wafte religious fociety. Wherefore, we once 
more befeech the remifs of the prefent day, to lay thofe things 
to heart, and ftrive for amendment ; and we again prefs it upon 
fuch as are themfelves diligent, that they do not negleé any 
gentle intimation of duty, to admonifh a brother or a fifter for 
whofe remiffnefs they may feel concern. 

But although we are thus particular on a fubje&, which we 
believe concerns not us alone, but every profeffor of the Chrif- 
tian name; we have not been unmindful of feveral teftimonies 
which we believe to be as yet, more peculiarly our own: to 
bear for the honour of the great Head of the Church, and againtt 
the {pirit which leads into conformity with the world. Such is 
our teltimony for the free teachings of the light of Chrift re. 
vealed in the foul, and through fuch inftruments as he may im- 
mediately prepare, call, and qualify ; in contradiftinétion toa 
miniftry formed by man, and undertaken for temporal rewards. 
This teflimony remains as incumbent upon us as ever, and 
although our accounts indicate it rather to gain ground than to 
decline, yet a concern has been witneffed at this time that it may 
ftill further prevail, and be borne in a difpofition which may 
fhow to obfervers, that our motive is fingly to promote the caule 
of Chrift. 

The deviations from our ancient fimplicity of manners, of 
{peech, and of attire, however fome may affeét to term them 
{mall things, are notwithftanding caufes of great grief to the 
faithful among us : becaufe we are perfuaded that they demon- 
ftratea mind averfe from the felf-denial which the gofpel en- 
joins, and lead to liberties ‘of a hurtful tendency. In our laft 
epiftle, we cautioned fuch as have the care of youth, againft an 
indulgence in thefe refpeéts that wounds their own minds, and 
Jamentably injures the tender objeéts of their care. We renew 
the caution, and we prefs it upon friend¢ who themfelves are 
clear, to be early and earneft in adviling parents againft the be- 
ginnings of connivance at the vain propentitics of their chil- 

dren. But friends, what fhall we fay to fuch as lead them, almoft 
in infancy, into fafhions which they themfelves, in their own 
prattice, appear to difapprove ? ¥ 
Now 
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Now for you, tender youth, arifes, before we conclude, the 
falutation of love, and the word of encouragement. We have 
often addreffed you alfo with counfel and caution, becaufe we 
have often felt you, as we now feel, very near to us in gofpel 
affection ; and we pray that nothing may unfit you to be pre- 
fented and united to Chrift. Even now, in early life, if you 
feek an acquaintance with him, as outwardly revealed in the 
fcriptures of truth, and inwardly in your hearts; and if you 
become his friends by obedience to his voice, even now you 
will contribute to the advancing of his caufe of. righteoufnefs ; 
and as you follow on under the guidance of his meek and lowly 
{pirit, you will be enabled more confpicuoufly to efpoufe his 
caufe, when the faithful labourers of the prefent day thall have 
entered into reft. 

May young and old, and all the intermediate claffes of our 
fociety, be aroufed to a due fenfe of the one important purpofe 
of life. Is it not to work out their own falvation with fear and 
trembling ? And why with fear, but from the natural infirmity of 
the creature, and the temptations which furround ? But, friends, 
holdon your way. Help is laid on One that is mighty. He 
who died for us will not forfake thofe that truft in Him. 

Signed in and on behalf of the meeting, by 
ROBERT BARNARD, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 








THE PICTURE: A TALE. 


| OT many years ago, while Eneas Sylvius Piccolimini was 

governor of Rome, an honeft man worn down by age 
and infirmities, and become incapable of following the occupa. 
tion by which he had gained a fupport for himfelf and his aged 
wife, found it neceflary to fell fome of the few goods he was 
pofleffed of, in order to prolong exiftence. Among other arti- 
cles, there was a {mall picture by Raphael, létt hirn by his fore. 
fathers ; but he was not capable of judging of its value, and the 
fmoke and duft which covered it, contributed to depreciate it in 
his eyes. In order to make fome money by it, he applied toa 
painter who (like many others) was more fkilful in dealing in 
piftures than in producing any from his own pencil. Soon as 
he had feen the piece he difcovered the capital mafter it was by, 
and confequently its great value; but avaricioully inclined to 
take advantage of the old man’s ignorance in painting, and like- 
wife of his poverty, he began to laugh at it, as being a paltry 
dawb of no value; and offered him a few paolis, which he even 
pretended to give him more out of charity, than as a due com- 


penfation for the picture. His offer was accepted, and he, ex- 
ulting 
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ulting in his heast at his rich prize, and laughing at the poor 
man’s fimplicity, carried the picture away. 

A few days after, it happened that an old friend called on the 
poor man, and not perceiving the piéture which he had been 
ufed to fee, afked him what had become of it: he was anfwered, 
that it had been fold; alfo informed who had been the purchafer, 
and what had been the price. The honeft friend exclaimed with 
indignation, on finding in what manner the good old man’s fim. 
plicity had been betrayed ; he affured him it was by the hand of 
a great mafter, and of much value; he advifed him +o prefent 
himfelf before the governor, and, in order to encourage him, of- 
fered to accompany him there himf{elf. 

The learned prelate having heard attentively the.cafe, ordered 
them to leave him the dimenfions of the pifture: and having 
learnt alfo the fubjeé& it reprefented, diftmiffed them. 

This worthy divine fortunately had in his gallery two piétures 
nearly of the fame fize as that which had been defcribed to 
him ; he erdered one to be taken out of its frame, and then fent 
for the painter and dealer in pi€tures. On his arrival, the go- 
vernor afked him, whether he could procure him a piéture.to fit 
the frame he fhewed him, and match the other piéture. I have 
got one that will juft fuit your excellency, anfwered he; and it 
is a capital pitture by Raphael: it feems made on purpofe for 
that frame. Let me fee it then, replied the governor; the 
painter went home, and foon returned with the picture. 

It reprefented a holy family, done in the moft matterly ftyle. 
When the {moke and duft were removed, the colours appeared 
to perfe€tion; the exaétnefs of the contours, the foft com- 
plexions of the fleth, the gracefulnefs of the drapery,,the ele- 
gance of the figures, the truth of exprefhion, which charaée- 
rize Raphael, all were difcoverable to the eye of a connoifleur. 
The piéture being placed in a good light, where it appeared to 
the beft advantage, the prelate examined it for fome time, and 
aiked its price. 1 have, fays the painter, been offered two hun- 
dred fequins by a friend yefterday, for an Englilh gentleman, 
who is eager to haye it. I have refufed the ofler, as I expect 
two hundred and fifty; fuch a capital performance deferves 
fuch a price. However, if the piéture pleafes your excellency, 
I will be contented with any thing above what has been offered 
me. The prelate was ftruck with horror at the wickednefs ot 

‘the wretch ; but fill difflembling, he told him with an ealy air, 
that be would not difpute about the value of the picture, nor 
that it merited a high price; but he found it difficult to be per- 
fuaded that he had rejeéted fo great an offer. The painter pro- 
tefted in the moft ferious and folemn manner, that he had told 
the real truth, and that if his excellency pleafed, he would bring 
his friend to confirm the faét. 
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You have then been offered, replied the governor, two hun. 
dred fequins ?—I have, pleafe your excellency, and may expeé& 
nore for it.— Well then, that is enough. Draw that curtain, 
faid he, to one of te attendants : the order was obeyed, and the 
good old man appéared, who had been fent for, and there con- 
cealed. Jt may eafily be imagined what a fhock this was to the 
painter. He turned pale, was covered with contufion, and began 
to tremble from head to foot. The prelate for fome moments 
left him in his confufion ; then affuraing an air of feverity, faid, 
thus, villain, thou takeft a bafe advantage of the ignorance and 
poverty of an unfortunate old man ? While thou wert betray- 
ing him in fuch a vile manner, didft thou not feel nature fhudder 
within thee ? Did not the bread which thou waft robbing from 
the mouth of a decayed infirm old man, excite any remorfe in 
thy heart ? Execrable wretch ! Thou well knoweft the punifh- 
mént due tothy wickednefs. It is too much clemency to con- 
demn thee only by the fentence thou haft pronounced: how. 
ever, let that be thy doom ; but Heaven preferve thee from anos 
thet crime ; for thou fhalt pay dearly for both at once. Now 
the two hundred fequins which that piéture deferves by thy own 
confeffion, and which thou fayeft are ready, thou fhalt give with. 
out delay to this man; and the firft fraud I hear of thee thall 
prove thy ruin. 

The conviéted painter went away, terrified, confufed, and 
difmayed. ‘The good old man, fhedding tears of gratitude and 
admiration, bleffed a thoufand times his wife proteétor and be. 
nefattor ; who felt fenfibly the double pleafure of having faved 
an innocent man from being duped, and caught a wicked de- 
ceiver in his own {nares. 





‘A nw METHOD of PROPAGATING POTATOES. 


{Communicated to the Bath and Weit of England Society, by the 
Rev. J. Barton.] 





AVING a piece of ground choaked up with potatoe ftalks, 
from the negligence of the labourers employed in clearing 
it of a preceding crop, this gentleman carefully planted about 
100 of them in ‘drills, in the {ame manner as cabbage plants, 
firft pulling off the potatoes that adhered to the roots. The ex- 
periment fucceeded beyond his expectation, as each ftalk pro- 
duced from ten to fittcen, fome of them uncommonly large. 
This method of culture, particularly in wet foils, may proba- 
bly fucceed better than the common prattice; as there would be 
no danger of their rotting, which the feed potatoes are apt todo: 
thus the markets might be fupplied, not only with the root it- 
felf, but alfo with the flems, which could be fold in the fame 
market as cabbage plants. 
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The WORKS of an ENGLISH MINISTER. 


N four windows in fucceffion, on the ground floor,ina 
corner houfe in G————-{quare, being, topped UP to avoid 
the window-tax, in 1784, fome one chalked onthe bricks, where 
the windows had been,“ Pitt’s Works, volume 1, volume 2, 


volume 3, volume 4.” 








An ANECDOTE, 


HOUGH the celebrated letters of Lord Chefterfield to his 

fon are rather more calculated to eftablith the brilliancy of 

his head than to prove the purity of his heart, yet ftill he was 
not deflitute of thofe philanthropic emotions which evincea 
humane and benevolent mind. Having been accidentally in. 


formed that the widow of his game-keeper was reduced toa flate 
of the utmoft indigence, he fent her a hare, within fide of which 
was a purfe containing the fum of fifty pounds, accompanied 
by the following note: 

** Lord Chefterfield is extremely forry to hear of Mrs. Daw- 
fon’s embarraffments, and requefls her acceptance of a hare; 
but, as he conceives the relifhof that {pecies of game depends 
much upon the ftuffing, has, in this inftance, taken upon him- 
felf the office of cook.” 














ACCOUNT of the FOOD of the REIN-DEER. 


[From Afcerbi’s Travels through Sweden, &c. ] 


HE country around offered a fcene very uncommon, and 

to us quite new. The mofs on which the rein-deer feeds 
covers the whole ground, which is flat, and only fkirted by hills 
at fome diftance; but thefe hills are alfo clothed with this mofs. 
The colour of the mofs is a pale yellow, which, when dry, 
changesto white: the regularity ofits fhape, and the uniform 
manuer in which the furface of the ground is decked with it, ap- 
pears very fingular and ftriking: it has the femblance of a beau- 
tiful carpet. Thefe plants grow in a fhape nearly oftagonal, 
and approaching toa circle ; andas they clofely join each other, 
they form akind of Mofaic work or embroidery. The white 
appearance of the country, which thence arifes, may for a mo- 
ment make you imagine that the ground is covered with {now ; 
but the idea of a winter fcene is done away by the view of little 
thickets in full green, which you perceive fcattered here and 
there, and flill more by the prefence of the fun, and the warmth 
of his rays. As this mofs is very dry, nothing can poffibly be 
more pleafant to walk upon, nor can there be any thing fofter to 
9 ferve 
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Yerve asabed. Its cleannefs and whitenefs is tempting to the 
fight, and when we had put up our tent, we found ourfelves 
comfortably lodged. I had many times before met with this 
mofs, but in no place had I found it forich. It was the only 
produce here, which nature feemed to favour and dupport ; no 
other herb was growing near it, nor any other vegetable on the 
fpot, except a few birch trees, with their underwood, and 
fome firs, difperfed onthe hill by the river fide. All thefe 
feemed to vegetate with difficulty, as if-deprived of their nou- 
rifhment by the mofs, and appeared withering and ftunted. 
Some trees, indeed, which grew very near the water had the ap« 
pearance of being in a flourifhing ftate, perhaps owing to the 
moifture they derived from the river: but, in fhort, this mofs 
appeared to be the royal plant, which ruled abfolute over the 
vegetable kingdom of the country, and diftributed its bounty 
and influence among a particular race of men and animals. 





Singular Circumftances relative to Hares. 


HILE Dr. Townfon was at Gottingen, he had a young 
hare brought to him, which he took fo much paitis with, 
astorender it more familiar than thefe animals commonly are. 
Inthe evenings it foon became fo frolicfome, as to run and jump 
about his fofa and bed; fometimes in its play. it would leap 
upon, and pat him with its fore feet, or, while he was reading, 
even knock the book out of his hand. But whenever a ftranger 
entered the room, the little animal always exhibited confiderable 
alarm. : 
Mr. Borlafe faw a hare that was fo familiar as to feed from the 
hand, lay under a chair in a common fitting-room, and appear, in 
every other refpeét, as eafy and comfortable in its fituation as a 
lap dog. It now and then went out into the garden, but after re« 
galing itfelf always returned to the houfe as its proper habita« 
tion, Its ufual companions were a greyhound and a {paniel, 
both fo fond of hare hunting, they they often went out together 
without any perfon accompanying them. Witn thefe two dogs 
this tame hare {pent its evenings: they always flept on the fame 
hearth, and very frequently it would reit itlelf upon them. 





REFLECTION. 


HE beft antidote for the troubles incident to a flate of im. 
‘ perfeétion, is a firm convi€tion of the truth that God 
ives. 


Vol. 42. M Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Bickham, Jun. of Afkburton, to his own Charade, inferted April ss, 


READING-GLASS is ufeful found, 
Where arts and {ciences abound. 








Anfwer, by R. Holwell, of Exeter, to P, Gove’s Enigma, inferted May 23, 


T feems to me that nothing faid or thought 
To anfwer all pa lines can e’er be brought ; 
The only fubje& I can think or guefs, 
The real anfwer is the letter S. 


*+# We have received the like anfwer from A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmooth; 

J. U. Zillwood, of Dorchefler; J. Tremlett, of Newton Abbot; J. Squance, 
H. Humphreys, T, Whicker, and Orlando, of Exeter; P. Ninnis, of St. Aul- 
ftells Ji Whittle, of Upway ; W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; J. Becket- 
leg, of Paul; Nebuchadnezzar; R. of Pentreath; J. W. of Lyme Regis; 
and E, R. Bickham, of Newton Bufhel. 


Anfwer, by R. Horfey, of Wellington, to R. Berry's Charade, inferted May 30. 


Ws mud and dirt o’erfpread the ground 
What would the ladies do, 
If ne’era PATTEN could be found 

To flip upon theirs fhoe ? 





*+ We have received the like anfwer from William Row, of Wellington; 
]. B. Bloomfield, of Poole; P. Gove, of Exeter; J. Channon, of Ottery; 
W. Gifford, of South Petherton; T. Coumbe, of St. Getman’s; Paul Nin- 
his, of Se. Auflell; John Tremlet, and S. L. Margary, of Newton Abbot; 
W. Pollard, of Egiofhayne; T. Rutger, of Clowance; R. Maffcte, of Salt. 
oths Mehedhedncaners &. fh. Witham, of eden Bnleelis 1, Chath, 6 
Everfhot; Thomas Pethebridge, i: Lee, and B. Hayman, of Buckfaflleigh; 
RF Berkeleg, of Paul; J. O. Zillwood, of Dorchefter; and A. Hyner, jun, 
of Dartmouth. 


——__ 








A REBUS, by T. Ballock, of St. Columb. 


HAT often aids the human fight ; 
And what precedes the filente night; 
A little infe&t ts my third; 
My laft a black voracious bird « 
Colle& the points, and then you’ll fee 
What's oft produc’d thro’ fympathy. 





A REBUS, by 7. Lewrs, of Poole. 


E fludions wits, reveal a bird, 
engmasenntne That in the night doth fly; 
And then deteé& a flubborn thing, 
‘Lhat’s penn’d up in a fly; 


And now you will a fruit unfold, 
A fruit that’s known full well; 

And lalt of all a beaft declare, 
Which none tan it excel: 


Thefe four initials well expound, 
In palaces it raay be tound, 
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POETRY, 
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Forthe Wezexty ENTERTAINER, 
The POOR COTTAGERS: A FraGMENT. 


—_— In yonder vale, 
Half hid with trees, ao humble cot:age food, 
Where erft, my parents, bleft with kind content, 
In peace ferenely dwelt; around their roof 
A Saels garden {pread its fragrant bounds, 
Where the pure ftreamlet bent 1s mazy courfe, 
Soft murmuring to the breeze ; tn this retreat 
A firanger then to forrow’s chcerlels gloom) 
y carelefs childhood fled; too like, alas! 
The tranfient funthine of a winter’s morn ; 
Forfcarce had eighteen years pafs'd o’er my head, 
When, fick of folitude, I madly left 
My native cot to fhine in hoflile arms. 
Ah lucklefs day! when firfl from England borne, 
I fiz b’d adieu! to pleafures ever lof; 
As her white clifts fearee met my tearful eye, . 
This heavy heart beat high againg my breaf, 
O’erwhelm’d with mifery. Full many a year 
In foreign lands, where favage laughter reign’d, 
J ferv’d my country with a Briton’s zeal ; 
Proud of the honoor’d tak! Yer oft I thoaghe 
E’en midft the crimfon battle’s angry rage, 
OF my poor parents, and my friends belov’d, 
And tondly hop’d, om fome more favour’d day, 
To f{pend, with them, my laieft hours in peace. 
Ah dread delufion! On this fatal morn, 
Elate with joy, I fought thefe native {cenes, 
Anxious to clafp the guardians of my youth, 
In warm affe@tion’s arms; but, fad to tefl, 
Where once the cottage flood, a mould’ ring wall, 
Thick tlad with ivy, ouns alone to fhew, 
That there my parents/sv’d, The garden fence 
Now lies in rutns; and where once the sole, 
$4 virgin lily, deck’d each gaudy bed 
ith beauteous tints, now thorns and pois*nous weeds 
Choak the neglefted ground, Long! beheld, 
In meditation loft, the direful change, 
*Till fome old villager that, whiltling, drove 
An herd of cattle to the neighbouring [pring, _ 
Arous’d me from my trance. With /ault’ring voice, 
OF this bewilder’d Leet 1 queftioa’d him, 
When thus the fwain reply’d: 
** Some years ago, 
** Two poor old cottagers, bent down with age, 
** Thefe ruin’d walls poffefs’'d. I knew them well; 
** For they have often told me pleafant tales, 
** And gave me flow’rs to drets my garland with 
** At Midfummer. Thry had one enly fon; 
** And him they lov'd fo weil, fo doated on, 
** That oft IL envy’d him his happinefs. 
** But he ({ad- wretch !), forgertul et the debt 
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** To his poor parents due), when he was grown 

** A flout and hardy lad, forfook their cot, 

** And journey’d to the wars. O’ercome with grief, 
** I mark’d their fwift decline, and fain would footh, 
** With tears of fympathy, their piteous cafe; 

** But like fome aged oak, that frail with years, 

** Falls the firft vittims of the wintry blaft, 

** They funk beneath their load of care, and died. 

** Well I remember how the villagers 

** Wept o’er their humble grave. The blooming girls 
** Suill flrew with flow’rs the {pot where they repofe, 
** And often tell the cortagers’ fad tale, 

** And call tor vengeance on their cruel fon.” 









































Plymouth- Dock PALEMON, 





For the WeEexLty ENTERTAINER. 


Lines written on the Death of a young Gentleman who was unfortunately 
drowned. 


AS o’er thy fate fad friendthip pours the lay, 
And weeps io anguith o’er thy youthful tomb; 
Religion only can acharm difplay, 

Or ftrike the note of fullen forrow dumb. 


Fair as the opening rofe, or blufhing dawn, 
That gildsthe morning of a fanling day ; 
Gay as the bounding ftay acrofs the lawn, 
With health, and youth, and wealth, in brighteft ray. 


Yet why or wherefore round thy youthful bier 
Should forrow pine, and melancholy gloom ? 

Why fly, in copious ftreams, the pitying tear 
Ac thy untimely fate, and haplefs doom ? 


*Tis nature calls it from the feeling mind ; 
Tis heavenly pity weeps when merit dies ; 

Weeps when the foul eternal blifs thall find, 
And endlefs glory crowns him in the thies; 


Yet who for worth or merit can forbear, 

When {natch’d untimely from our arms away ? 
Reft:ain the grateful tribute of a tear, 

When nature calls the pitying tear to pay? 





‘Th SETTING SUN. 


WHEN rofy eve revives the fragrant hoars, 

And heavenly dews refreth the clofing flowers, 
And birds, with melting mufic, drop to reft, 

The fun, how radiant! in the purple weft; 

O’er Devon’s waving hills and dales I firay, 

To catch the lufire of his parting ray : 

Now, o’er the vale in fhade, I bruth the dew, 

Now, on the hill, again his orb I view: 

As I defcend, or rife, 1 Jofe or gain 

The vifion, tll he finks beyond the main, 

Relumes, on weftern ifles, the morning light, 

Ant yields this netherrealm to flarry night. 
Is life not varied thus with lights and fhades, 
Tillin che wight of death the profpeét fades? 














